




Trip to Japan and United States 
a success

My recent visit to Japan and the United States to
speak at two academic conferences was highly rewarding,
as it demonstrated the innovation of our educational model
and EARTH’s leadership in promoting sustainability. In
Japan, I participated in the 4th International Conference
on Agricultural Education and Environment, which
focused on education for sustainable community develop-
ment. Then, in the United States, I delivered an address at
a summit in Chicago for a group of about 250 university
presidents who form part of the American College &
University Presidents' Climate Commitment (ACUPCC).

The participation of EARTH in these two
conferences was important in showcasing
the Institution’s 20 years of reinventing
higher education for the world, the results
of which are visible in the outstanding work
that our alumni pursue in their countries
and communities.

While in the United States, we had a donor reception
at the offices of the Frey Foundation in Michigan, which
was made possible by our former Foundation Trustee and
long-time supporter, John Frey. I encourage you to see
the Closer to Home column of this newsletter for more
on this successful event.

I am sure that these efforts to increase the visibility
of EARTH internationally, backed by the actions of our
faculty, students and alumni, as well as the efforts of our
development team and you, our supporters, will enable
us to continue fulfilling our mission and to strengthen
our vision of a better world.

Cordially,

Dr. José A. Zaglul
University President

PRES IDENT ’S  CORNER

2

My Dreams Fulfilled 
Thanks to EARTH

“The experience was unique, 
the best thing that could ever 
happen to me!” says Carolina.

I N  H E R O W N  W O R D S  

For me, EARTH has been full of surprises and unique opportunities throughout
the last four years. I have had the chance to exhibit photos for National Geographic
during the photo camp here at EARTH; I took part in the University Games and even
achieved my dream of winning a swimming event on the national level (the 100
meter freestyle); and now, the latest surprise, I attended the August Climate Change
Camp in Denmark. 

Representing EARTH in this important event has allowed me to broaden my
awareness and to realize how uniquely each one of us sees the world. During this
camp, we formulated seven promises that all young people throughout the world
could fulfill from their own homes so that we could be united as youth in our
actions. Our main objective was to put forth to the representatives of the United
Nations that we, the youth, urge for – even demand – change. The campaign we
carried out in Copenhagen on August 15th was the most notable event of the camp,
but what we really hope is that when many of us join the participating countries in
the December U.N. Climate Change Conference, or “COP15”, we will campaign
for “A World Beyond Oil.”

Along with people of 12 different nationali-
ties, I shared and learned a little bit about each
of our cultures. My fellow Climate Campers
came from Italy, Australia, France, Albania,
Lebanon, Nepal, Ukraine, Ghana, Ecuador,
Denmark, the United Kingdom and Poland.
We succeeded in drafting seven promises and
a video of our opinions and conclusions.
During these five days we also gained 
invaluable experience and knowledge. We
hope that in December the people chosen to
represent us all at the U.N. Climate Change
Conference in Denmark will be made aware
that we want to reduce global warming.

– Carolina Hernández Chanto, Class of 2009

For more on the United Nations Climate Change Conference, see http://en.cop15.dk/

Carolina (center
right, in black coat)
with participants of
the Climate Camp
in Denmark.

President Zaglul pictured with EARTH University
Trustee Becky Wood (l) and Laura Frey (r) at the 
Frey Foundation reception.

7THE PROMISES ARE:

1. We promise to live responsibly.

2. We promise to support policies 

for a green future.

3. We promise to SPREAD the word.

4. We promise to spread HOPE.

5. We promise to include the voice.

6. We promise to respect nature.

7. We promise to realize our 

full potential.



A Sweet Energy Alternative: Sugar Cane      continued from page 1

EARTH a Worthy International Stop for 
College Students from around the World

A MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR PEDRO BIDEGARAY,
DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

During the last year, the number of international college students visiting
EARTH has significantly increased.  Our already international campus
became even more diverse as we hosted youths from the United States and
countries such as Lebanon, the Philippines, Norway, Serbia and the Czech
Republic. These students came to EARTH looking for the opportunity to
learn about sustainability, agriculture and life in the tropics and Latin
America; to become part of an institution that provides them with the chance
to apply concepts and theories they had previously only heard about in lectures
or textbooks.

One student from a college in Scotland came to EARTH looking for 
a chance to learn effective solutions to the problems caused by the indis-
criminate use of chemicals. She was tired of reading and hearing about
problems and present day shortcomings. By interning on EARTH’s Organic
Farm, she was able to get involved in something meaningful and real that
provided her the chance to learn about agricultural practices that are
respectful of the environment. 

Other students come to EARTH wanting to apply their expertise in com-
munity development initiatives to help solve some of the issues troubling the
rural tropics. In one recent project, two students from the University of Florida
used their landscaping skills to rally community members around the idea of
building a playground for children. They collected funds and other resources
to build a public space that could be used by families and their youngsters. 

Professor Botero has also been using vinasse in biofuel production, yielding methane as an energy source
and an effluent that is free of any harmful pathogens.

EARTH professor Ramón León is involved in this research as well: “My project seeks to evaluate the
various hybrids produced from the cross between commercial sugar (Saccharum officinarum) and wild
sugar (Saccharum spontaneum); they have the potential to produce much greater quantities of biomass
than traditional sugar cane varieties.” This biomass is the key to greater ethanol production. To round off
EARTH’s participation in this study, Professor Bert Kohlmann is conducting an analysis of water quality
and contamination of marine environments from sugarcane production.

The valuable research conducted by EARTH’s faculty is already bringing sugarcane a step closer 
to being a sustainable and environmentally-friendly alternative fuel source.
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Lysimeter testing allows researchers to determine the
water requirements of the hybrid sugar cane crop.

Interns at EARTH
Build Community
In the last several months, interns from universities in the United States,
Norway, the Philippines and Peru have worked closely with the community
of El Carmen, in Pocora. This community exhibits a number of social
challenges: its families lack access to land, work opportunities for women and
young people are scarce, waste management is inadequate and community
recreational space is nonexistent. These interns have been directly engaging
the community to address some of these needs by providing training in
entrepreneurialism, periurban agricultural systems and the design and 
construction of a community recreation center.

Whatever their reasons for visiting EARTH, every one of these students
becomes part of an international community that challenges boundaries as
global citizens who are concerned about sustainability. This is not to say that
they do not face misunderstandings
and cultural tensions, but they 
are capable of overcoming these 
differences by learning to com-
municate meaningfully despite 
language and cultural barriers.
This in itself constitutes a reason
for hope.

Pedro Bidegaray (right) at the community of El Carmen, one of the many
internship opportunities offered to visiting interns at EARTH



EARTH opens its doors to Costa Rica

On July 4–5, EARTH welcomed the Costa
Rican community to its 2009 Tropical America
Fair. This year’s Fair centered on the theme of
“Ensuring accessible, healthy and nutritious
food for the world,” reflecting students’ concern
for food security as one of the main challenges
facing humanity. In spite of the rain, 4,750 
people turned out on EARTH’s campus to enjoy
the cuisine and other recreational, cultural and
educational activities. About 2000 mountain
bikers participated in the fifth annual recre-
ational ride, an activity that has become one of
the Fair’s main attractions.

Relationships strengthened in Africa

From August 26-29, EARTH provost Daniel
Sherrard participated in the Africa-U.S. Higher
Education Initiative Planning Grants Partners
Conference in Accra, Ghana. Organized in 
part by the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), the meeting’s objective
was to share the strategic plans of 20 universities
in the African Sub-Sahara to establish alliances
with universities in the United States. Aware of
the potential benefits of South-South collabora-
tion, USAID asked EARTH to attend. There was
great interest in the University’s entrepreneurial
focus and community relations program, a 
motivation to continue strengthening ties in this
region in order to contribute to the sustainable
development of the tropics around the world.

Colombia Palm Growers Conference
features EARTH

Thanks to the diligent efforts of alumni
Alcibiades Hinestroza, Class of 1996, and Mona
Lozano, Class of 1999, EARTH University 
was represented with a booth at the 16th
International Conference on Palm Oil, held in
Cartagena Colombia September 23–25. Over
one thousand guests, including ten EARTH
alumni, attended the conference, learning and
presenting on topics related to business and
technical aspects of Palm Oil. The event’s 
co-sponsor, FEDEPALMA, is a federation of
palm oil growers in Colombia and a great 
supporter of EARTH, facilitating contacts in

Colombia and hiring EARTH alumni.
From EARTH University, David F.A. Walker,

Vice President of Development, and Carlos
Araya, Major Gifts Director for South America,
were in attendance at the conference and took the
opportunity to meet with Jens Mesa, President of
FEDEPALMA and EARTH supporter. While in
Colombia, they also met with José Cáceres,
General Manager of ASOGPADOS, an 
association of small palm oil producers of
Colombia. The association has generously
agreed to provide five full scholarships for
EARTH students, and several of the member
producers will visit Costa Rica in November to
learn more about EARTH.

T H E  C A M P U S  B U Z Z

The Tropical America Fair featured folk dances
by EARTH students.
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Gala Dinner for EARTH in Costa Rica a Success

EARTH University’s first Gala Dinner in Costa Rica on
October 1st attracted more than 300 people to San José.
Fourteen students acted as event hosts and conveyed the
essence of EARTH to the guests, who included representatives
from government and public institutions, local business leaders
and presidential candidates. Pedro León, President of
EARTH’s Board of Directors, opened with words of welcome
and introduced board members and alumni who were in
attendance. The keynote speaker for the event was Walter
Robb, Co-President of Whole Foods Market. He generously
spoke of his passion for EARTH’s educational work and 
the University’s commitment to promoting sustainability.
Afterwards, Marbin Acosta, a fourth-year student from
Colombia, closed the event with a moving personal account of
his education at EARTH, which follows. Marbin and his peers
received a standing ovation by those in attendance.

“ I thank God because I have 
been able to jump the divide from 
a world of violence to a world 
where young people are prepared 
to change the world.  Now that 
I have seen the other side, I want 
to share this message and work 
for young people who didn’t 
have the opportunity to leave.
Now, with new opportunities, 
I feel proud and believe in the 
development processes that 
imply radical change.”
– Marbin Acosta, Class of 2009



EARTH University is a private, international, non-profit university
located in Costa Rica, dedicated to education in the field of agricul-
tural sciences and the rational use of natural resources. Founded in
1990, EARTH University has approximately 400 students from 24
countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa.  In keeping with the
University’s mission to contribute to the sustainable development of
regions in the greatest need, 80 percent of students are granted full
or partial scholarships. Since EARTH’s endowment only covers a
portion of total student tuition, investing in the future of EARTH 
is the only way to ensure that we can continue to offer financial
assistance to qualified youth of modest means. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
If you are inspired by what EARTH is doing, please consider 
contributing to EARTH’s mission to create a bright and better future;
your contribution will make a difference.
One way to give is through our Circle of
Sustainers Program, which allows you
to consider planned giving options
that may be right for you. For more
information, please contact David
Walker at dwalker@earth-usa.org or by
phone at (404) 995-1231.
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

October 7– November 6: 
Case Foundation Giving Challenge 
on Facebook Causes

November 5–8: 
Amigos Trip to Costa Rica

December 11: 
EARTH University Graduation
Ceremony and Inauguration of 
20th Anniversary Celebration

December 21– January 8: 
EARTH University closed for 
the holidays

January 18: 
Inauguration of incoming 
Class of 2013

WHAT IS E A R T H ?

PLANT A SEED THAT WILL LAST A 
LIFETIME; BECOME A MEMBER OF
EARTH CIRCLE OF SUSTAINERS TODAY.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST

A Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT)
provides you and any designated benefi-
ciaries with an income for the rest of
your life (or a selected term of years).
CRTs can be funded with real estate,
thereby reducing capital gains taxes.
CRTs are more flexible than Charitable
Gift Annuities because you can select
multiple beneficiaries and control how
your payments are calculated. Enjoy a
life income and a comfortable return on
your gift and see your gift to EARTH be
put to good use immediately! Recapture
a portion of your gift through an
immediate income tax deduction and
avoid estate taxes!




